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First Quarter Highlight:
Address Archaeological
Heritage of All Florida
Communities-Honrando
Nuestra Historia Series
of Events

Natalie De La Torre Salas
coordinated a series of
events with local partners in
Southwest Florida and
beyond as part of the
statewide event series
Honrando Nuestra Historia.
Events ranged from online
talks focused on Latine
history and culture, to in
person gatherings
throughout the region at
locations like the Immokalee
Pioneer Museum.

The monthlong series of
programs involved |5 events
including virtual lectures, in
person programs, and
exhibits.

Photo 1: Natalie De La Torre Salas at event organized by Ding Darling National
Wildlife Refuge
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Photo 2: Event Calendar
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Phto 3: De La Torre Sals with volunteer af.CRi’T

Second Quarter Highlight: Preserving Historic Cemeteries: CRPT at the Frierson
Hendry Cemetery

Natalie De La Torre Salas led a CRPT workship at the historic Frierson Hendry Cemetery in
Fort Myers. This cemetery was established in the 1870s and is thought to be the oldest cemetery
in Fort Myers. Over the course of the morning, participants learned about laws protecting historic
cemeteries, methodology, and issues surrounding cemetery management before heading out to
an afternoon practical session to clean headstones with D-2.
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Third Quarter Highlight: Calusa Coast and Florida Archaeology Month event series

Throughout 2024, Natalie De La Torre Salas collaborated with multiple organizations in the area
including Lovers Key State Park, the Randell Research Center on Pine Island, the Marco Island
Historical Society, and many others to put together a series of events in March highlighting the
archaeological record of the area. The Calusa Coast event series included talks, festivals, and

presentations. The program is a collaborative effort between museums and educational organizations
in Southwest Florida to educate people about the archaeology and ethnography of the Indigenous
peoples of Southwest Florida. This year the program had over eight events, ranging from archaeology
festivals to Community Conversation about Heritage At Risk.

Other Highlights

e De La Torre Salas participated in COP28 in Dubai as part of the Latino Climate
Heritage Council.

e De La Torre Salas completed Archaeological Resource Management training.

e Ayers-Rigsby provided assistance to the State Division of Historical Resources with
a potential 872 case. This case received signficant media attention including WINK,
New-Press, and VWBBH.

e Ayers-Rigsby’s ongoing efforts at Ortona Mounds (Glades County) were

documented as part of an WGCU mini podcast, Forgotten Park.




